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He must unite with the very soul of the people for
the satisfaction of requirements that have been
sanctified by so much human blood.

The struggle of the Spanish people is the struggle
of the world proletariat for freedom, justice, and
civilization. There have been moments when it
has seemed to me a desperate venture. But in such
moments I recall to my mind that other struggle
which was waged by my own people against the
proudest monarchy in the world, allied to an
omnipotent church. I recall the year 1572 when
the burden of the struggle was borne by only two
of the seven provinces, when the regular army was
destroyed, and when only the people in arms were
defending what still remained of the free cities. All
of you know the issue of this struggle. A few years
later the liberated Netherlands entered upon their
golden age ; in the arts and the sciences all the
autocratically governed countries were outstripped.
The struggle of our Beggars, the French Revolution,
the glorious revolution in Russia are only episodes
in the evolution of mankind. No stream ever returns
to its source. The stream of human evolution has
its source in the murky, blood-stained, fanatical
past which the Fascists of to-day would like to
re-instate. Evolution flows towards the untram-
melled sea where " the International will be the
human race." All honour to the Spanish people